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BY KIMBERLY WEBSTER
Staff Reporter
Central Washington University’s Di-
versity Education Center and the Center 
for Student Empowerment are merging.
According to Dolores Cleary, the inclu-
sivity coordinator for the president’s offi ce, 
the centers are being merged as part of  
the student success initiative. 
The student success initiative has 
been in the planning stages for about 11 
months, created a dean of  student model 
system at Central. 
The model suggests organizational 
changes, based on public feedback, that 
are more effective for student success.
The merge of  these two centers is one 
such change created from feedback from 
the public.
The centers are located next to one 
another in the Student Union and Recre-
ation Center in room 250 and 253.
The centers will be united under one 
name. Suggestions for the name were col-
lected from faculty, professional staff  and 
student staff. 
After much consideration, the choices 
have been narrowed down to two: the 
Center for Diversity and Social Justice or 
the Center for Diversity and Inclusivity. 
No decisions have been set in stone yet.
According to Cleary, the merge is not 
expected to reduce funding or the staff  of  
either center.
 “We’re still in a transition stage, but I 
don’t foresee any changes to those areas,” 
Cleary said. “It’s not a change in anything 
the centers do. It’s just a change in report-
ing structure.”
None of  the services or programs ei-
ther center offers will be abolished. What 
will change, is instead of  reporting to 
Ethan Bergman, dean of  student success 
at Central, the combined centers will be 
reporting to Cleary in the offi ce of  the 
president.
Cleary said the reason for the change is 
to ensure an environment comfortable for 
every student of  Central. 
“I think that it does provide a great 
opportunity for students to get real qual-
ity programming, and it provides the op-
portunity to reach more students,” Cleary 
said.
The university’s strategic plan is to pri-
oritize diversity and student success.
According to Marilyn Levine, provost 
at Central, the request was approved at the 
Services & Activities meeting on Feb. 8. 
Now, taking into consideration feed-
back from the S&A committee, a fi nal ver-
sion of  the plan will be made.
“The fi nal version of  this center is the 
only thing we haven’t submitted,” Levine 
said. “We want to give Cleary time to 
work out the best way to consolidate the 
two centers.”
The transition is estimated to be com-
pleted late this winter quarter or early 
spring quarter, at which time more infor-
mation will be known.
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BY CHANÉT STEVENSON
Staff Reporter
Students can now be enrolled at Central 
Washington University and a community col-
lege at the same time with the new dual admis-
sion program. 
The dual admission program allows for 
students to be admitted to both a community 
college within Washington state as well as Cen-
tral, or any Central satellite campus at the same 
time. 
The purpose of  the program is to help ease 
the transition from a community college to 
Central for students who choose to continue 
their studies. 
“This is not dual enrollment; it’s dual admis-
sion,” said Robert Lowery, director of  publica-
tions for public affairs. 
The program does not allow for students to 
be enrolled in classes at both campuses at the 
same time, but rather it means that Central 
acknowledges that students are conditionally 
admitted to the school while they take classes 
elsewhere at a community college that they are 
simultaneously fully admitted to. 
To join the program, students must have less 
than 60 college credits completed. Upon join-
ing the program, students are set up with an 
advisor within the department where they plan 
to study. 
Advisors then help coordinate a course 
schedule outlining each class they will need to 
take while attending community college in or-
der to ensure that their credits will be directly 
transferable. 
This also helps students to stay on track 
since it eliminates the hassle of  taking unneces-
sary classes that will not apply to their degrees 
once they transfer to Central. 
“The whole goal is to get them connected to 
Central,” said Margaret Badgley, assistant vice 
president for university centers. 
By having students meet with advisors to 
discuss their options and plan out course sched-
ules, students will form a relationship with their 
advisors, who will continue to help and encour-
age students to complete their degrees. 
While attending community college, stu-
dents also submit their grades to Central every 
quarter in order to keep track of  how they are 
progressing in their fi eld of  study. Once they 
have completed their courses at community 
college, their transcripts are then transferred 
over to Central and put into a CAPS report. 
The purpose of  the program is not to fast-
track students to graduation. Students involved 
in the program must still complete the same 
breadth requirements as any other Central stu-
dent.
The dual admission program is also very 
different from the running start program, be-
ing that running start students will have already 
completed their Associates degree by the time 
they graduate high school, whereas dual admis-
sion students have not. 
The dual admission program has been a 
pilot program at Central for over a year and 
has been available at eight community colleges, 
and by the end of  spring quarter will be made 
available at all thirty-four community colleges 
in Washington state. Over 120 students have 
been admitted to the program so far.
Another advantage for students involved in 
the program is that they are able to pay lower 
tuition for their fi rst two years while they attend 
a community college. The $50 application fee 
for Central is also waived for dually admitted 
students. 
“The whole program is for the students,” 
Lowery said. 
With the dual admissions program be-
coming available at all community colleges in 
Washington state this spring, more students will 
be able to take part in a program designed to 
help them succeed in completing their degree. 
BY ZACH SMITH
Staff Reporter
KCWU 88.1 the ‘Burg originally 
had a 99-year lease to use the radio 
tower located on Pfenning Road. 
However, a change in land owner-
ship has led to the nullifi cation of  
the lease and has left the radio sta-
tion searching for options.
“The intent was for it to be a long 
term lease, but because of  a techni-
cality, we were unable to keep [the 
lease],” said Chris Hull, general 
manager of  88.1 the ‘Burg. “Essen-
tially, how it was, we were forced to 
concede to the property owner.”
According to Hull, the radio sta-
tion was off  the air beginning in 
the late 1970s. Central Washing-
ton University acquired the tower 
from KQBE in 1998, which allowed 
the ‘Burg to begin broadcasting in 
spring of  1999.
Bruce Porter, director of   busi-
ness services and contracts, said the 
university signed a 99-year lease 
with the property owner to broad-
cast from the Pfenning Road tower. 
When the property changed owner-
ship in 2003, the new owner wanted 
to renegotiate the terms of  the lease.
“We were just trying to work with 
the new land owner and he had vi-
sions of  using the land differently, 
so that’s what we negotiated,” Por-
ter said. “We felt in good faith we 
should negotiate with him.”
By renegotiating the terms of  
the lease, the ‘Burg was left with no 
choice but to relocate the tower to 
the top of  the Student Union and 
Recreation Center (SURC).
“It was not fully explained why 
the lease isn’t valid; it had something 
to do with paperwork not being fi led 
at the county,” Merz said. “When 
the property changed hands, the 99-
year lease wasn’t part of  that trans-
action.” 
The project according to Hull, 
will cost the university around 
$300,000.
“The technicalities surrounding 
it are a little complex,” Hull said. “If  
we could have convinced the prop-
erty owner to reinstate the long-term 
lease, we defi nitely would have ar-
gued for that.”
While relocating the tower will 
cost the university, the new location 
on top of  the SURC will have its 
benefi ts. Hull said the new location 
will make maintenance easier and 
provide the station direct audio con-
nectivity. According to Hull, these 
improvements, coupled with money 
saved on the lease, are projected to 
save the university around $8,000 a 
year.
At that rate, the project will pay 
for itself  in about 37 years.
Of  the $300,000 that it will cost 
the university to relocate the tower, 
$50,000 will be coming out of  the 
Services and Activities (S&A) fund. 
A fund that, by defi nition, is intend-
ed to support student activities and 
programs.
“The committee was question-
ing why it [the radio tower] needed 
to be moved, as most students who 
know the situation were,” said Mike 
Merz, ASCWU Board of  Directors 
(BOD) vice president of  legisla-
tive affairs. “Part of  the confusion 
is about the 99-year lease that is no 
longer valid.” 
Merz said he believed the S&A 
made an appropriate decision by ap-
proving these funds. However, Merz 
also said the committee did not have 
enough time or information to re-
view the request fully.
While Merz did agree with the 
S&A committee’s decision, he did 
admit that any action taken against 
the Board of  Trustees (BOT), that 
approved the decision would likely 
be futile for the students.
“Any dispute we have as students 
with the way the BOT administers 
our S&A funds, we don’t have legal 
representation,” Merz said. “Unlike 
the university, who can call on the 
Assistant Attorney General.”
With the funds for this project 
secured, the university is in the fi nal 
planning stages of  this project. Hull 
said they hope to begin construction 
in spring of  this year.
Heist
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BY GRACE BLANCHARD
Staff Reporter
Alley Cat Artists is now situated on 
414 North Main St., instead of  in an 
alley, behind a restaurant. According 
to staff, ever since the move, the gal-
lery has had more visitors. 
Alley Cat Artists is a unique spot 
where people interested in art can 
come around and hang out, and is also 
a respectable gallery where art enthu-
siasts can gaze at original work done 
by a variety of  new artists, as well as 
established artists. The new location 
provides more opportunities to engage 
the community. 
The opening show, dedicated to the 
Year of  the Dragon, had over 100 visi-
tors. The band Avolition performed, 
the Tav provided chicken wings and 
Occasions by Kelly catered. 
Before the move the last display 
was a holiday themed show in De-
cember, then the month of  January 
was spent moving. 
The move from the old location be-
hind J.J.’s Restaurant went well. Every-
thing fell into place when it came time 
to move. People from the university, 
the community, high schools students 
and artists made it happen.  Sarah 
Scott, fundraising and program man-
ager, organized the move.
“We got about 35 volunteers, about 
120 hours of  documented volunteer 
work, and about another 40 hours of  
undocumented,” Scott said.
The old location was completely 
purged. There was an excess of  things 
that had accumulated since the open-
ing of  the gallery in 2009. Items that 
were no longer needed were donated. 
When the move was made, the 
space was completely repaint-
ed, which took a lot of  
effort. The high ceil-
ings and walls 
needed to 
be done, 
a n d 
t h e 
concrete 
fl oor need-
ed three 
coats of  red 
paint. 
Each place has some 
pros and cons. Lack of  
visibility was a problem 
with the old location. Now, 
a challenge for the gallery is 
storage. The building does have a big 
bathroom, but supplies like four-foot 
easels take up quite a bit of  room.
The gallery has groups and activities 
as well as shows. Gallery staff  are open 
for any ideas that people in the com-
munity want to propose. Involving the 
people of  Ellensburg is a motivational 
force for the people who are a part of  
Alley Cat Artists. Community devel-
o p m e n t 
is a 
m a i n 
focus for 
the mission of  
the gallery. 
“It’s what we want to do, 
we want to cultivate the art scene,” 
said Nichole Johnson, gallery assistant.
Alley Cat Artists participates in the 
First Friday Art walk, a popular event 
where people can tour over 20 differ-
ent venues to view art all over the com-
munity. 
Next month, there will be a ceram-
ics art show featuring graduating Cen-
tral Washington University students. 
In the near future, Alison Wrighat, a 
photographer for National Geograph-
ic, may be featured in a show, pending 
additional funding. 
Classes for all sorts of  art-ori-
ented interests have taken place 
at the gallery. A class has been 
given about professional de-
velopment of  the artist, how 
to promote oneself  and sell 
work. Soon, an oil painting 
class will be open for par-
ticipants. 
As a program funded 
by Central Washington Dis-
ability Resources, the gallery 
is able to reach out to people 
with disabilities, but the role of  
Alley Cat Artists is not exclusive. 
“Mission is to provide an inclusive 
artists community for anyone with or 
without a disability to cultivate their 
skills,” Scott said.
At Alley Cat Artists, aspiring cre-
ative minds can be among other artist 
peers. Everyone is encouraged to be a 
part of  gatherings and groups at Alley 
Cat Artists. 
If  someone are unable to pay, schol-
arships are available to take classes, 
and if  work put in a show is sold, the 
artist gets 70 percent back.
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BY ALEA THORNE
Staff Reporter
The Central Washington University 
Writing Center has been granted the Stu-
dent First grant for the second year in a 
row.
The grant allows students more hours 
to receive tutoring help from trained staff. 
In fact it provides the writing center the 
ability to tutor 20 extra hours each week. 
 “We wanted to offer evening and week-
end hours, which is something in our cur-
rent budget we couldn’t do,” said Prairie 
Brown, writing center director. “So when 
we wrote the grant we requested money to 
pay tutors to work evenings and weekends, 
because we know that’s when students are 
doing homework, so it might be helpful 
to have tutoring services available during 
those times.”
Not only has the writing center received 
a grant to help with their needs, but it has 
also been combined with the math center 
to form the Learning Commons. 
The Learning Commons was created 
in response to the new student success 
proposal.
“It’s been this amazing combination so 
far, we’ve been doing a lot of  cross training 
activities with the math tutors and writing 
tutors merging those two staffs,” Brown 
said. “We’ve been teaching them about 
general tutoring strategies but also help-
ing them develop an appreciation for the 
other subject.”
 A typical session at the center consist 
of   50 minutes of  a one-on-one style cri-
tique with a writing consultant  who is usu-
ally a trained student. During the consul-
tation the writer reads the paper out loud 
while the consultant works with the writer 
to determine the strengths and weaknesses 
of  the paper, as well as fi nd grammatical 
and structure errors. 
“It helped my writing, helping other 
people get better with their writing, helps 
me realize my errors and fi xes them,” said 
Katy Rutland, senior English, writing spe-
cialization. 
The staff  was originally worried that 
changing the centers name to Learning 
Commons would bring a decline in the 
students interested in getting writing assis-
tance. They were concerned that students 
would not recognize the center as a place 
to go when in need of  academic help. 
However the centers have been able 
to maintain a steady amount of  students 
coming for help. The only problem so far 
is students are thrown off  at fi rst when 
faculty answers the phone because instead 
of  writing center or math center it is now 
Learning Commons.
“I think it’s really enjoyable to get a dif-
ferent opinion than just writing folks about 
ideas,” Rutland said.
The grant also allowed the centers and 
Central Washington Brooks Library to 
collaborate together more. 
The library offered the writing center 
usage of  the fi shbowl on the second fl oor. 
This not only benefi ts the writing center 
but also the library due to more students 
using the library services who did not use 
them before.
“We have this free service up in the li-
brary, but the students don’t realize we’re 
there,” said Jamie Gilbert psychology se-
nior. “So we want to get the word out that 
there is always free tutoring.”
One reason employees at the writing 
center feel that students are not using the 
services is because of  the misconception 
that the center is only for freshman stu-
dents in English classes. 
 “It’s a wonderful service,” Gilbert said. 
“I’m a student and I didn’t realize when I 
started Central that it was for all students. 
I just thought it was for people with a cer-
tain major.”
The center is open Monday through 
Thursday in Hertz from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
7-9 p.m. in the library Fishbowl and Sun-
days in the Fishbowl 2-4 p.m. 
Grant helps center do things write
WRITING RIGHT  (ABOVE) Alyssa 
Schultz, a writing consultant at the learn-
ing commons and Cristina Vazquez, 
talk about Vazquez’s paper. (RIGHT) A 
student works on math at the learning 
commons.
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BY JUSTIN RUHE
Staff Reporter
Wednesday nights just got a lot more 
exciting in Ellensburg. Brooklyn’s Pizzeria 
on University way is running a free 12-
inch cheese pizza with the purchase of  
a pitcher of  beer special on Wednesday 
nights. 
The promotion wasn’t heavily adver-
tised, a few signs and information on Face-
book were posted the day that it started. 
Before the promotion, Wednesday nights 
were pretty standard at Brooklyn’s, but 
after the fi rst Wednesday the deal had 
started, Brooklyn’s gave out about 24 free 
cheese pizzas. Word spread after about a 
week, and since then the fi gures have been 
doubling each week. 
Manager Kevin Mullin now describes 
Wednesday’s busy atmosphere, with the 
music turned up and people sprawled out 
playing games. Brooklyn’s Pizzeria is load-
ed with arcade games, a pool table, beer 
ball game and  other entertainment. 
“We want to turn it into an atmosphere 
that college kids can enjoy,” Mullin said.
The building used to be Grant’s Pizza, 
but changed in August. Brooklyn’s Pizze-
ria is owned by the same company that 
owns Wing Central (Ellensburg and Seat-
tle locations) and Roadhouse Grill. Owner 
Jim Rowe traveled and ate at some of  the 
fi nest pizza restaurants in New York and 
Philadelphia to gain insight and inspira-
tion.
Rowe is not worried about competition 
from other chain pizza restaurants in the 
area. He claims Brooklyn’s is more fresh 
than the competitor chain pizza joints.
“We want to use our own sauce, own 
dough,” Rowe said. “It’s about how good 
of  a product we can make.”
According to Rowe, Brooklyn’s small 
pizza is the size of  Domino’s medium piz-
za, and Brooklyn’s large pizza is 40 per-
cent larger than Domino’s.
Brooklyn’s is involved in the communi-
ty and has done several fundraisers. Soon 
the entire third grade class of  Valley View 
Elementary School will go to Brooklyn’s to 
learn about where food comes from.  Em-
ployees will help explain concepts to the 
young students.
Rowe focuses on giving out spectacular 
deals so students can drink beer and eat 
quality food at a low price.  
“We hire college students. We feed col-
lege students,” said Rowe. 
Brooklyn’s recently hosted a Super 
Bowl party, and has events planned for 
upcoming holidays. 
On the 14th they sold heart-shaped 
pizzas for Valentine’s Day, although it may 
become a year-round option. Brooklyn’s is 
considering hosting events like open-mic 
night, musician performances, comics, 
and other acts.
Small pizzas are all under $15, and 
there are specialized pizza’s like “the 
Bulldog,” and “Buffalo Chicken,” “the 
Kitchen Sink,” and “the Joey.” Domestic 
pitchers are only $8, and there are differ-
ent Micro brews available like Mac and 
Jacks, Ninsaki and others. 
§  A container was reportedly 
on fi re outside of  a building on 
South Anderson Street.
§  A camo purse was reported-
ly lost around Ken’s Auto Wash.
§ A tire was reportedly taken 
from a bike on East University 
Way.
§  A group of  people were re-
portedly fi ghting on North Air-
port Road.
§  A man reported that some-
one walked down his driveway 
saying that he had run out of  gas. 
The subject has not returned to 
pay him back.
§  A person reported that $9.40 
is missing from his room.
§  A woman in an electric 
wheelchair was reportedly driv-
ing in the road on Manitoba Av-
enue and was a traffi c hazard.
§  A person reported that they 
had seen the trunk of  a car move 
and believe someone was in it.
§  A person reported that their 
neighbors are shooting bb’s at 
their vehicles. 
§  A person reported that 
a woman came to their door, 
knocked and then circled the 
block in her vehicle.
§  Three people were reported-
ly arguing and damaging a sign 
on Airport Road.
§  A person reported that they 
believe that they were drugged at 
the bar and haven’t slept in two 
days.
§  A small dog and a Rottwil-
er reported chased a woman on 
Circle Ross Road.
§  A bicycle was reportedly 
found in the middle of  Manitoba 
Avenue.
§ Ten military males were re-
portedly refusing to leave a busi-
ness on State Route 906 and a 
person was hit in the face.
§  Men were reportedly stand-
ing outside of  a residence on 
West Third Avenue and yelling 
obscenities. 
§ A woman reportedly bor-
rowed someone’s phone then 
threw it.
§  A person reported that a 
man trespassed on his property 
and shot a coyote.
§ A large German Shepherd 
reportedly attacked a person on 
Denny Avenue.
§  A person reported that her 
friend is thinking about trying to 
grow mushrooms and wanted to 
know steps to convince her friend 
not to.
§  A note saying “A bomb will 
go off ” was reportedly found in 
a plastic bag in a ladies restroom 
on Canyon Road.
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Anxiety?  Stress?  Chronic Pain?  Insomnia?
STERLING
MEDICAL GROUP
  319 S. 11th AVE.   Yakima, WA 98902
(206) 316-0213
Anorexia
Cancer
Crohn’s Disease
Epilepsy
Glaucoma
HIV
Migraines
Multiple Sclerosis
Nausea
Spasticity Disorders
Pain Not Relieved Through 
Standard Treatment
We are a fully 
compliant RCW 69.51A  
non-opiate medical 
assessment clinic.
MAJOR 
MEDICAL
ACCEPTED
CALL NOW for more 
Information or to set up 
Your appointment.
Sterling Medical Group empowers patients 
to take charge of:
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It’s about time, Washington.
This week, Gov. Chris Gregiore signed 
into law equal marriage rights for gay 
couples, to take effect 
June 7. 
Almost every 
newspaper headline 
says something like 
“Washington state 
passes gay marriage.” 
But why does it have 
to be “gay marriage?” 
Isn’t what they passed 
actually just marriage 
equality?
There’s a great 
quote by comedian 
and actress, Liz Feld-
man: “It’s very dear 
to me, the issue of  gay marriage... or, as 
I like to call it: Marriage. You know, be-
cause I had lunch 
this afternoon, not 
gay lunch. I parked 
my car; I didn’t gay 
park it.”
And it’s true. 
It’s not “gay 
marriage,” it’s just 
marriage. It’s the 
freedom and ability 
to marry whomever 
one may choose, 
whether you both 
share the same anatomy or not. If  it’s go-
ing to be called “gay marriage,” we might 
as well call marriage between a man and a 
woman “straight marriage, “ or “heterosex-
ual marriage.” One would think that most 
gay couples (who are, in reality, just couples 
like everyone else) say they’re getting mar-
ried, not gay married.
“Gay marriage” carries a connotation 
with it. People hear the word and think of  
the controversy that surrounds it, not mat-
ter which side of  the fence they’re on. Cou-
ples of  any orientation deserve to announce 
their commitment with to each other with 
a controversial term attached to it. So, just 
call it marriage.
For many people, marriage is a religious 
ceremony, and therefore, the word itself  
holds a special meaning. But for many oth-
er non-religious people, marriage is still im-
portant. It’s seen not as an act sanctioned by 
God, but an act of  devotion to the person 
they love. It’s a way of  saying, “For the rest 
of  our lives, I choose only you.” 
People of  any sexual orientation should 
have this right. Some groups, particularly, 
but not limited to, religious groups, have 
spoken out quite loudly against marriage 
equality. They say that marriage equality 
goes against the Biblical meaning that mar-
riage is between a man and a woman. They 
believe that the sanctity of  marriage would 
be trashed if  marriage equality became le-
gal.
But they’ve forgotten something. 
The popularization of  divorce changed 
the meaning of  marriage long before mar-
riage equality did. But it only changed it. It 
didn’t destroy it. For 
example, for many 
an abused spouse, 
divorce is a god-
send. The sanctity 
of  their marriage 
ended when they 
were fi rst abused in 
what they thought 
was, at the very 
least, a lifetime of  
dedication to love 
and cherish their 
spouse. 
Marriage equality will not destroy the 
meaning of  marriage. Like divorce, it will 
only change it. Marriage is already sacred 
to those who believe it to be sacred--no mat-
ter if  they’re gay, straight, or somewhere in 
between. It will remain sacred to those who 
take it as a serious commitment to the per-
son they love, and that’s a right that should 
be guaranteed to all.
Washington wasn’t the fi rst state to le-
galize marriage equality, and it won’t be 
the last, but what’s important is that all 
residents of  our state can now lead the lives 
they choose, not the life the (former) law 
told them they could live. 
Well done, Washington.
WES MORROW
News Editor
The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers on current 
issues. Please include your full name and university a  liation: year and major, degree 
and year graduated, or sta  position and department. To be printed in the following 
week’s issue, please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. 
Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edited for style and length. All 
letters become property of The Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Dear Readers,
Thought experimentsDo you believe in 
straight marriage?
Marriage equality will 
not destroy the meaning 
of marriage. Like divorce, 
it will only change it.
“ “
KATHARINE 
LOTZE
Editor-in-chief
Every class has that one student. When 
you have to sit in a small room with them 
every single day for ten weeks, it can really 
grate on your mental stability.
I honestly don’t have a problem with 
people who raise their hand all the time. I 
think it’s great. At least they’re contributing 
to the conversation and moving the discus-
sion forward.
The thing I can’t 
handle is when people 
seem to have abso-
lutely no regard for the 
topic of  discussion or 
forwarding the intel-
lectual conversation in 
any meaningful way 
whatsoever.
I’ve taken classes 
with people who will 
actually raise their 
hands and start talking 
about this one time they did this one thing 
that is so barely tied to the topic it would 
take a linguistic expert to decipher the con-
nection to the class discussion.
This is the same kind of  person that as 
soon as you tell them something you did 
they’ll turn the conversation back onto 
themselves. Only much worse, because 
they’re doing it to 30 people who are all 
stuck in a room with them.
I just feel so helpless sitting there in that 
classroom while my ears get verbally as-
saulted against my will. I think there’s a 
word for unwillful assault, but I can’t re-
member it...Hmmm...
Another thing that really gets to me is 
when people don’t seem to understand how 
thought experiments work. Philosophers 
love thought experiments, and they show 
up in a lot of  other subjects too.
So we use them all the time. When 
someone proposes a thought experiment, 
it’s understood that you then abide by the 
parameters of  the thought experiment. You 
can’t just make up your own parameters, 
because then you wouldn’t be proving any-
thing.
That would be like if  I said a bridge col-
lapsed because it wasn’t structurally sound 
and you disagreed with me on the grounds 
that you ate a burrito this morning. It just 
wouldn’t make any sense. You’d just be 
spouting nonsense.
Some students still do this all the time, 
and it becomes extremely repetitive and fu-
tile. 
They’ll go, “But what if  this? What if  
that?” “What if  the baby is already in the 
laundry hamper?”
They just can’t seem to understand that 
you can’t just add in what-ifs. The param-
eters of  the thought experiment are the pa-
rameters of  the thought experiment. You 
don’t get to make up your own.
One of  my philosophy professors told 
a story of  a conference he attended where 
Philippa Foot, a famous philosopher was 
giving a talk. You might have heard of  her. 
She’s kind of  a big deal.
She was using a thought experiment 
to prove a point in a talk on ethics. These 
thought experiments usually involve some 
moral choice. For some reason they always 
seem to take places on trolleys, in houses, 
on liferafts or something of  an equally ar-
bitrary nature.
Anyway, she gave her example, and 
someone raised a hand to comment. It was 
a graduate student if  I remember right. So 
the grad. Student raises his/her hand and 
goes, “What if  the house is on fi re?”
Apparently Philippa Foot just turns to 
this person with a look of  pure loathing and 
says, “The house was not on fi re.”
Some days I feel like Foot, which makes 
for a funny sentence but probably not a 
good comparison since she was a genius 
moral philosopher and I write about poop 
in a college newspaper.
So...pretty close, right?
Leapin’ for Leap Day
BEN PITMAN
Copy Editor
That’s right; it’s Leap Year once again. 
This means February is extended. This does 
not mean your term papers are extended.
For many the leap 
year is simply an addi-
tional calendar day to 
the already long year. 
These people dread 
waking up in the 
morning.  Others will 
take full advantage of  
the extra day.  
This gives these 
optimistic people 
an extra day to take 
of  care of  the pesky 
chores which keep 
getting put off. Leap 
day can also provide book readers an excel-
lent opportunity to catch up on their recent 
saga. In this region many take the day to 
recreate in the surrounding Cascade Moun-
tain snow parks.  
As for people for whom share the same 
opinion as this guy, all Leap Year does is 
add an unwanted extra day to winter. Win-
ters in the Pacifi c Northwest can be dull and 
boring when Mother Nature does not pro-
vide enough snow to entertain us.  
I often fi nd myself  daydreaming while 
looking out the window onto a gloomy win-
ter day just wishing for a ridiculous winter 
storm to bury the city. This would be enter-
tainment.  
Another problem that I have with leap 
day is that it’s in February. I don’t know if  
anyone realizes February is in the dead of  
winter, but there just isn’t much to do in the 
dead of  winter. Just because February has 
28 days does not mean leap day must exist 
within this month. Why can’t leap day oc-
cur in May or June? These months typically 
have pleasant weather than the depressing, 
grey month of  February.  If  the powers that 
be would just lengthen May or June we 
would all be able to enjoy the day outdoors 
all leap day.  
If  you don’t like being outside, well you 
would there would be a prettier view to look 
at while you daydream looking out the win-
dow. Book readers would be able to fi nd a 
comfortable setting outside while blue birds 
sing in the distance.  
If  you are a sports fan you are probably 
fi nding yourself  nodding in agreement with 
my point of  view. Baseball fans are only 
teased as they see their favorite pitchers and 
catchers report to each of  their respective 
to spring training camps.  NCAA basketball 
fans are given an extra day to agonize over 
whether or not their team made the March 
Madness brackets.  
American golf  and tennis fans are typi-
cally itching for some stateside action and 
are forced to wait an additional day. As for 
football fans, it prolongs the wait for the 
next season. Instead of  342 days until the 
next Super Bowl, it is 343 days until the Su-
per Bowl. In all cases the wait is excruciat-
ing.  I think I am making clear cut case here. 
I personally can’t wait for March. The 
fi rst day of  spring is in March. The spring 
brings warmer weather which in turn brings 
life to everything. 
The bees pollinate the fl owers and the 
grass grows. The green grass can only mean 
one thing, the start of  America’s favorite 
pastime, baseball.   
In all Leap Day will come and go as it 
has done in the past. But I would rather see 
it go.  
If  leap day won’t go because science 
won’t let it, well then I say move it to sum-
mer.  
What do YOU think of 
marriage equality?
The Observer wants to read 
your opinion!
Send an email to
cwuobserver@gmail.com
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Audiences  ock to the McConnell Au-
ditorium to be entertained, but some-
times plays can be sneaky. While the 
audience are having fun just watching 
the production, the actors are portray-
ing events that compel the audience 
to think about the big serious issues of 
life. These issues are called themes. 
The theme of the last play in this 
year’s Dr. Betty Evans Original One-
Act Festival (The Betty’s) titled “Wood” 
helps the viewer to understand that 
they need to trust themselves to 
know the di erence between 
right and wrong, not others, 
because deep down 
inside it’s ones own 
decision. 
Peter, a mondern 
Pinocchio, is 
played by Chad 
Oswald, senior 
performance. Pe-
ter in an awkward 
2 0 - s o m e t h i n g 
New York hipster.
In playwright Ryan Bo-
hannon’s adaptation, audi-
ences see that Pinocchio 
is not just a trivial amus-
ing story, but is a re exive, 
multi-layered work that 
combines entertainment 
with self-identity, philoso-
phy and social responsibil-
ity.
The back story for Carlo 
Collodi’s timeless Pinoc-
chio has been adapted 
hundreds of times for au-
diences young and old. 
Collodi  rst wrote this cu-
rious, imaginative story 
in the time of the Renais-
sance, quickly be-
c o m i n g 
p a r t 
of a long tradi-
tion of innovative think-
ers from Florence, Italy who 
still in uence aspiring play-
wrights like Bohannon all 
over the world.
In Bohannon’s produc-
tion, Peter just like Pinoc-
chio, starts out as idle, self-
ish, disrespectful, uncaring 
and gullible. As the play pro-
gresses Peter wishes on the 
blue fairy’s star for a way out 
of another one-night stand 
with a girl who sees him as 
her “soulmate”. Peter is given 
the curse of a growing penis, 
as the part of him that he so 
adeptly uses to rule his life. 
After the curse is thrust upon 
him, he begins to change.
In two days’ time, much happens to Peter. His a  iction 
does not teach him but he learns from a ‘real’ woman his 
own age. Ali, a truly street smart and loveless creature, 
played by Monica Domena, senior performance, serves 
as his  rst unrequited love.
“It is my  rst time doing the Bettys here,” Domena said. 
“It has been a really great experience, this role was so 
much fun, and it is a really cool experience to actually 
know the people we saw work through the scripts.”
In the second to last scene of the play, Peter begins 
to think of his father and what he would do for him if he 
were still alive. He realizes the great value of true love 
as a remedy to triumph over his idleness, and the fact 
that he must conform to social responsibility to cure his 
latest battle with his “wood” and 
falls for the  rst woman who re-
jects him.
Unlike the Disney adapta-
tion of this theme, where having 
fun is not necessarily just child’s 
play, Bohannon’s Peter wants his 
cheap thrills too— aspiring only 
to have casual sex without the re-
sponsibility, much to the dismay 
of his most recent  ing who gets pushed out of his single 
bed for wanting to cuddle with her lover.  His rejection is 
as plain as the nose on her face when she is shoved out 
of his bed and bloodies her nose on the  oor.  
Even after the screaming Melissa, played by Christa 
Cesmat, sophmore performance,  ies out his door bleed-
ing, she does not seem to realize that she has been had 
after cavorting with ‘jackasses’ and escaping with her 
bloody nose (eg: Donkey ears and a tail) that this rela-
tionship is doomed.
The play attempts humor in the untimely death of 
Gepetto after an infection in a pine splinter from Pe-
ter’s wood body.  This plot twist skirts Peter’s desire for 
security and twofold guilt of succession that threads 
the dynamic of this story soon after, the character of 
Jim arrives, played by Ryan Monaghan, senior perfor-
mance, having shed his cricket body, he tries 
to com- fort a distraught Peter 
but  nds that his 
best intentions fall 
short in this life Jim 
is a cricket no more; 
sadly, and in an awk-
ward moment beside 
a park bench, Peter 
relays to his old friend 
that he is a human bum who lives 
in Central Park.
“Man, it is sad you are like, a bum in this life, though 
Jimminy. You live in a garbage can.” Peter said.
At the close of the one-act, he assumes the responsi-
bility of being mortal at last. Only after all of this rational-
ization and re ection does he learn to balance his own 
life. The play ends before the curse lifts, yet it leaves the 
impression that on the pain of rejection, our modern Pi-
nocchio does become a ‘real’ human being.
The ancient Greeks had a word ‘Sophrosine’ to describe 
this state of re exivity.  The Greek philosopher Aristotle 
calls it the median between vice and virtue. The German 
philosopher Kant said that all are born with a sense of 
what is right and what is wrong, but that some like the 
boy and his ‘wood’, choose to ignore it.
The underlying motif endures that incredibly cool 
things, and incredibly sad things do happen to incred-
ibly vulnerable humans whether they wish on a star or 
not.
The cast of ‘Wood’ may only have been a party of  ve, 
but each one nailed their peer’s adaptation of the clas-
sic, Renaissance debacle and succeeds in upholding the 
tradition of the Dr. Betty Evans One-Act festival.  
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BY MENDE SMITH
ASSISTANT SCENE EDITOR
Man, it is sad you are like, 
a bum in this life, though 
Jimminy. You live in a garbage 
can.“ “
-BOHANNON’ S PETER
The modern Pinocchio
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This week’s featured 
guest of  honor at Tea @ Three 
was professor of  geography Jen-
nifer Lipton.  The Center for 
Excellence in Leadership once 
again presented guests with an 
assortment of  tea and treats, 
providing the perfect environ-
ment for an intimate discussion 
with some of  Central Washing-
ton University’s most inspiring 
staff  members.
Lipton spoke about her ex-
periences as a traveler of  the 
world. Which is exactly what 
urged Hillary Pelley, leader of  
the events, to choose Lipton as 
a speaker.
“I was skimming a list of  pro-
fessors and reading their bios, 
while looking for some interest-
ing life experience,” said Pelley, 
junior anthropology.
What prompted Pelley to 
choose Lipton was the fact that 
she had traveled to many places 
around the world, and had a 
unique perspective to share with 
students and faculties about life.
Lipton began as a student of  
medicine but quickly realized 
she did not particularly fi t in. 
As a student of  the University 
of  Wisconsin Madison, Lipton 
found herself  
more inter-
ested in look-
ing at differ-
ent people and 
their environ-
ment.
“I found 
myself  more 
drawn to the 
human side of  
things,” Lipton said.
Lipton had traveled around 
Europe as a child with her fa-
ther, but never really lost her 
love for exploring different plac-
es. After she fi nished graduate 
school, Lipton took four years 
off  between her schooling. She 
was looking for the opportunity 
to explore her options and see 
the world. 
Lipton is a huge advo-
cate for taking time off  
between schooling and 
getting to know oneself. 
It is a chance to look for differ-
ent opportunities and discover 
what a person is truly passionate 
about.
“It allows 
you to get to 
know yourself  
as an individ-
ual,” Lipton 
said.
Lipton took 
those years 
and traveled 
to Peru, where 
she helped on an agricultural 
project and learned the differ-
ent customs.  Lipton felt an im-
mediate connection to the land-
scape and people of  Peru. She 
feels it is essential to fi nd places 
that a person can connect to 
and want to spend time there. 
Lipton described Peru as being 
“in my soul” and felt a true con-
nection there.
Lipton’s experiences in-
spired those in attendance 
to speak about their own 
wants and aspirations. 
Many of  the guests that attend-
ed shared their own personal 
experiences and turned the 
event into more of  a discussion 
rather than a lecture.
Many of  Lipton’s students 
were also in attendance. Jessica 
Giblin, master student resource 
management, took this oppor-
tunity to learn more about Lip-
ton, who serves as her advisor.  
“It was nice to get to hear and 
see more,” Giblin said.
Giblin thought it was excit-
ing to hear her back-story, since 
Lipton does not usually discuss 
the activities she partook in be-
fore becoming a professor. 
By sharing her life experienc-
es, Lipton inspired those around 
her to follow their dreams and 
not to be afraid to take the time 
to discover who a person is as an 
individual. 
 e Ancients
A local metal band that means business
BY ASHTON CERMAK
Staff Reporter
When you walk into the home of  The 
Ancients’ drummer Van Smith, you enter 
a veritable rock n’ roll history museum. 
Album covers line all four walls making a 
halo of  artistry along with framed pictures 
of  some of  the greatest rock musicians of  
the past 30 years. The parade of  memo-
rabilia leads you down a hall to sound 
proofed studio where they practice under 
the watchful eyes of  a Blues Brothers quilt, 
perched behind his cherry red drum kit. 
The Ancients, composed of  drummer 
Van Smith, vocalist Liam McCoy, bass-
ist Akiko Kaneshige, and guitarists Ryan 
Bury and Joel Ratcliff, have been rocking 
since June. Every member of  The An-
cients started out on 
guitar. Since June, 
three of  them have 
shifted their instru-
mental focus to sup-
port the band.
McCoy’s old 
band, Heavy Metal 
Mullet, shared a 
bassist with local 
band Tyrannosaurus 
Grace. 
“We were like sister bands,” McCoy 
said. “We shared a practice space, they’d 
get shows and we’d open up for them. It 
worked out well but Tyrannosaurus Grace 
started taking off.” 
Bury and McCoy wrote a few songs 
and showed them to Ratcliff  and Smith, 
who brought in Kaneshige to play bass, 
and it all took off  from there.
Ratcliff, a guitarist for 14 years, is en-
listed with the Army National Guard, 
bravo company 161st infantry. 
“I’ve actually been to Iraq with the 
bassist from Tyrannosaurus Grace,” Rat-
cliff  said. “I played a lot of  guitar in Iraq, 
helped the time go by, helped cope with 
being deployed, music is sort of  therapy 
for me.” 
A lot of  Ratcliff ’s military friends are 
fans of  The Ancients, coming from as far 
away as Moses Lake and Richland to see 
their shows. Ratcliff  has been inspired by 
bands like In Flames and Avenged Seven-
fold, his biggest infl uence as a guitarist is 
Randy Rhodes.
Smith has been a guitarist for 18 years 
but has been playing drums for The An-
cients since June. 
“I’ve had this electronic drum kit and 
played around with it 
but wasn’t really seri-
ous till we started the 
band,” Smith said. 
Though he fi nds 
inspiration in bands 
like Pantera and 
Mastodon, he listens 
to much more. 
“I listen to all 
kinds of  different 
stuff, from classical to old country,” Smith 
said. “I like movie scores, I listen to metal, 
but it’s not my main source.”
Bury, who has been playing music with 
Ratcliff  since high school, has been play-
ing guitar for 13 years. Bury recalls what 
lit the spark in him to play guitar 
“I was 12 when I got done with my pop 
phase,” Bury said. “I asked my dad for a 
Savage Garden CD for Christmas, he got 
me the greatest of  Van Halen, the fi rst 
track was “Eruption” and for the fi rst time 
I remember thinking ‘he’s not even danc-
ing while he plays’ that’s where it started.” 
His infl uences include Jimi Hendrix, 
Jimmy Page and the legendary riff  master 
Tony Iommi of  Black Sabbath.
As a guitarist and vocalist, McCoy has 
performed at several open mic nights held 
in the SURC pit, but with The Ancients, 
he just roars with his voice. 
“Since I was two years old I wanted to 
roar like a lion,” McCoy said. “I realized 
people did that on stage and other people 
liked it, Neil Fallon from the band ‘Clutch’ 
is my biggest vocal infl uence.” 
He also serves as the bands primary 
lyricist.
Kaneshige, who is originally from Ja-
pan is the only non-local member of  The 
Ancients. Though she has only been play-
ing bass for The Ancients since June, she 
has 18 years of  guitar under her belt. 
“I play guitar every day,” she said. “It 
makes me happy.” 
Her musical infl uences range from 
Pantera, especially their late guitarist 
Dimebag Darrel, Children of  Bodom and 
revolutionary electronic musician Aphex 
Twin.
The Ancients, like many metal bands, 
write songs of  a fanciful nature, songs 
about adventure, epic battles of  good 
and evil. One song of  theirs titled “Astro 
Novus” tells the tale of  a group of  space 
travelers going off  in search of  another 
earth-like planet. The song “Careful With 
that Axe” emerged after McCoy and Bury 
visited Irene Rinehart Park in early spring. 
Written in graffi ti over a small overpass 
were the words “Careful With That Axe”, 
Bury made a proposition to McCoy. 
“I said, ‘Liam, if  you jump in that river, 
I’ll write you a song called Careful With 
that Axe’ then he ran around a tree, got 
naked and jumped in, that night I wrote 
most of  that song,” Bury said.
This fi ve piece is all about good times. 
Between rehearsals and their driving 
songs, it is all smiles and laughs. When 
McCoy forgets a line of  lyrics, they chuck-
le and power through. When Bury breaks 
a string on his guitar, Ratcliff  lends him 
one of  his guitars and said “Hey, careful 
with that axe.”
Tea @ 3
It allows you to get to 
know yourself as an individ-
ual.“ “
-Jennifer Lipton
Geography professor
By: Chloe Ramberg / Staff  Reporter
I played a lot of guitar in Iraq, 
helped the time go by, helped 
cope with being deployed, music 
is sort of thearpy for me“ “
-Joel Ratcliff
Guitarists
GARAGE METAL  The Ancients have two upcoming shows, Feb. 18 at The Pas-
time in Roslyn and March 16 at Raw Space.
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BY GUY HOLLIDAY
Staff Reporter
At fi rst blush, associate professor Lisa 
Norris’ book “Women Who Sleep with 
Animals” sounds like a sordid exposé, and 
it is, but not in the crude sense. Norris 
did a reading of  her most recent novel on 
Tuesday Feb. 7 for the Lion Rock Visiting 
Writers series in the Student Union and 
Recreation Center ballroom. 
The ballroom was most-
ly fi lled  as professor Kathy 
Whitcomb introduced 
Norris and her book. Whit-
comb spoke eloquently 
about Norris’ background 
in a Navy family, her vari-
ous degrees she’s earned 
over the years, forestry 
from Virginia Tech and 
an M.A. in English from 
Idaho State, and her career as a teaching 
professor and creative writer.
Norris began her session with a heart-
felt introduction, dedicating her book to 
her friend Judy Powell, a former creative 
writing professor at Central. Tragically, 
Powell passed away  Thursday Feb. 9, just 
two days after Norris’ Lion Rock reading. 
Norris read a selection of  poems and 
prose works that Powell wrote, but could 
no longer read aloud herself  due to her 
long battle with amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis (Lou Gehrig’s disease.) Perhaps most 
powerful was Powell’s “Poem of  One 
Thumb,” about her struggle to communi-
cate with her handicap. 
“[The Poem of  One Thumb] was real-
ly good. I liked her focus on just the hand, 
with the premise that she was paralyzed,” 
said Matt Genther, senior linguistics.
Norris then gave a reading of  her book 
“Women Who Sleep with Animals,” one 
of  the nine selections that make up the 
novel. She told the story of  two middle-
aged women in diffi cult relationships who 
struggle with what it means to be artists, 
women, and friends. In the story, one of  
the women convinces her friend to come 
help her out after she hit a deer on the 
road. When she arrives, she realizes the 
doe is still alive, and decides to put the 
suffering animal out of  her misery. When 
her friend starts snapping pictures of  the 
mercy-killing, the protagonist is outraged 
and confl icted, and tries to sort through 
her own feelings of  being exploited for 
art’s sake. 
“Norris had some really interesting 
lines, and I really appreciated the insight 
she provided into her own poetry and her 
own life,” said Marcus Milich senior Eng-
lish and history.
BY DESSA BOYLE
Staff Reporter
Rarely does Central Washington Uni-
versity have the honor and opportunity 
to house a speaker equal to the caliber 
of  Professor Lani Guinier, who spoke on 
Wednesday Feb. 8 in the Student Union 
Ballroom. 
For many, the name is familiar because 
of  her affi liation with President Bill Clin-
ton, who nominated her for Assistant At-
torney General for Civil Rights in 1993, 
the fi rst African American woman to ever 
be nominated for such a position. Clinton 
later revoked that nomination with little 
explanation, but that did not stop Guinier 
from continuing her drive for equality in 
America. 
As a graduate for 
Radcliffe Univer-
sity and Yale Uni-
versity Law School, 
Guiner became a 
tenured professor 
at the University 
of  Pennsylvania in 
which she taught at 
for ten years. Con-
tinuing on with her 
passion and drive 
towards civil rights as well as education, 
she then moved on to become the fi rst Af-
rican American woman to become a ten-
ured professor at the prestigious Harvard 
University.
However, Guinier’s impressive political 
and academic career is just the tip of  the 
iceburg as far as personal achievements 
for Guinier. Not only has she won many 
awards for her works towards equality 
in America, but Guinier has also written 
many extremely infl uential books, her 
most recent being “The Miner’s Canary: 
Rethinking Race and Power”, which she 
spoke about to the public at Central Wash-
ington University.
 “Today I am talking about the issue of  
race and class,” Guinier said. “I want to 
talk about race and class in conjunction 
with what I like to call ‘the dark side of  the 
American Dream.’”
Within this idea, she explained how the 
American Dream was a straightforward 
recipe in which hard work and playing by 
the rules will enable one to achieve any 
goal set. 
However, Guinier presents, what hap-
pens when one works hard and plays by 
the rules, yet does not succeed?
“That’s where the American Dream, in 
some ways, assumes its dark side. It’s dark 
side meaning that the American Dream 
does not really provide an explanation for 
failure,” Guinier said. 
She said one of  the impulses that the 
people of  the United States have is that 
people   look for scapegoats to identify the 
cause of  their failure.
After all, the American Dream can be 
explained by the aforementioned idea that 
that hard work will 
grant you success. 
However, when 
hard work is ex-
uded but success 
was not granted, 
someone must be 
to blame.
According to 
Guinier, somebody 
else must have sto-
len the American 
Dream from them. 
Guinier then went into her fi rst histori-
cal example of  racism and classism form-
ing a conjunction as a scapegoat for the 
dark side of  the American Dream. 
She brought the audience back to 1957 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, one of  the fi rst 
places in this country that had just been 
granted de-segregation in school due to 
the passing of  Brown v. Board of  Educa-
tion. 
“It was Central High School that was 
to be desegregated,” Guinier said, as she 
began to explain the ways in which clas-
sism and racism have been in conjunction 
throughout the history of  our nation. 
She explained how the elite upper class 
white children transferred to a school 
that had yet to be desegregated, while the 
working class white children we subject to 
the desegregation that was so unwanted 
during that time. 
“This represented downward econom-
ic mobility…It was not just about race, but 
about class,” Guinier
After giving multiple examples through-
out history, Guinier 
transitioned into ex-
plaining her meta-
phor and namesake 
for her book.
“Race is like the 
canary in the coal 
mine,” she said. 
Guinier ex-
plained how prior 
to the use of  gas 
masks, miners 
would bring canar-
ies down into the 
mines. Because of  
their fragile respira-
tory system, if  the 
pressure was too strong of  the air was too 
thin, the canary would start gasping and 
struggling for breath, signaling to the min-
ers that it was no longer safe. 
 “Race, as the miners canary, is really a 
signal to all of  us that there is a problem 
with the atmosphere in the mine,” Guinier 
said.
In short, although perhaps racism and 
classism looks as if  it only affects those be-
ing oppressed, in actuality it has an enor-
mous infl uence on our society and country 
as a whole.
“The solution is not to fi x the canary 
and leave the miners in the mine. The so-
lution is to heed the warning of  the canary 
and use that as motivation to fi x the atmo-
sphere in the mines,” she said. 
The canary in the mine that Guinier 
presented is indeed an outspoken and in-
teresting idea. It is beautiful not only be-
cause of  the fi erceness it implies, but the 
simplicity it proposes. Guinier has taken 
something as grand as racism and classism 
in America, and shown it to the public in 
such a way that one can grasp. 
“I thought she was great and very rel-
evant to our lives as college students,” said 
Taylor Vickrey, senior sociology. “The is-
sues of  race and class inequality is still very 
important in today’s society, even though 
many people think it’s no longer an issue.” 
According to Vickrey, Guinier made a 
diffi cult subject easy to understand. Play-
ing to the important fact that the sooner 
that people understand the complexity be-
hind such an issue, the sooner people can 
heed the warning of  the canary and, as 
Guinier said, use it to fi x the atmosphere 
in the mines.
After her 45 minute speech, question 
and answer ses-
sion and a book 
signing, Guinier 
was on the road 
back to Seattle. As 
President Gaudino 
introduced the 
award winning au-
thor and tenured 
Professor, he men-
tioned how she had 
spent the entirety 
of  the day speak-
ing at Highline 
Community Col-
lege, rushed over 
the mountains to 
speak at Central Washington University, 
and was leaving immediately after for a 6 
a.m. call time at the airport. 
With this, it is clear that the passion 
and drive towards racial and class equality 
truly does not rest. 
Canaries and the coal mine
Lani Guinier speaks about Civil Rights
Lisa Norris
Associate 
English 
professor
Lion Rock welcomes Lisa Norris
Race, as the miners canary, 
is really a signal to all of us that 
there is a problem with the at-
mosphere in the mine.“ “
-Lani Guinier
Speaker
The issues of race and 
class inequality is still very 
important in today’s society, 
even though many people 
think it’s no longer an issue.
“ “
-Taylor Vickrey
Senior sociology
RIGHTS  Lani Guinier spoke at Central on 
Wednesday Feb. 8 in the SURC Ballroom.
DESSA BOYLE/OBSERVER
BY CHRISTOPHER SPARKS
Staff Reporter
Central Washington University 
is spreading awareness against 
sexual violence by following the 
footsteps of  many other college 
campuses and promoting “Thurs-
days in Black.” 
They also made it so any stu-
dent could participate in the event 
by selling shirts promoting the 
cause.
Since the beginning of  this 
month, Central Student Wellness 
Center is promoting “Thursdays 
in Black,” a campaign that sup-
ports the end of  sexual violence 
for everyone. This international 
campaign began in Argentina 
dating back to the 1970’s. College 
campuses across the nation have 
adopted this movement start-
ing every February beginning in 
2006.
“I don’t see why anyone 
wouldn’t want to support this,” 
Cameron Jessop, senior fi lm and 
video studies and student health 
101 coordinator said.
The Wellness Center had 
forms to order all black t-shirts, 
with white writing saying “Ask me 
why I’m Wearing” on the front of  
the shirt. The t-shirt sizes ranged 
from small to extra extra large, 
with prices from $12 to $14 .
The black signifi es the unity 
between everyone against sexual 
violence, while acknowledging all 
victims and survivors of  it. The 
color also sends the message that 
sexual violence is not going to be 
tolerated on our campus or in our 
community, or any community. 
The Wellness Center had forms 
available until Feb. 1, and was dis-
tributed the fi rst week of  Febru-
ary.
The proceeds from the t-shirt 
fundraiser will go to Violence In-
tervention and Prevention (V.I.P), 
a CWU organization using the 
funds to donate to “Rock against 
Rape 2012,” and other programs 
or events that promote awareness 
at Central.
Ask me why 
I’m wearing 
black
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BY MADELYNN SHORTT
Staff Reporter
Tuesday, Feb. 21, the words “SLUT--
My Clothes are Not My Consent” will be 
printed in bright, bold red letters on the 
shirts of  women participating in Central’s 
fi rst ever SlutWalk. 
“My clothes are not my consent” is the 
main slogan powering Central’s fi rst ever 
SlutWalk, a grassroots movement aimed 
at bluntly smashing negative perceptions 
concerning female sexuality. 
Jennifer Arledge, senior English and re-
ligious studies, and event coordinator feels 
the term, grassroots, is a perfect word to 
describe how the SlutWalk was created. It 
started as a small group, but has the poten-
tial to explode into something huge.
The word SlutWalk may bring a pleth-
ora of  vivid images to one’s mind. Arledge 
is organizing a movement to make people 
rethink jumping to harmful conclusions 
when they see something as simple as 
the word “slut” printed on a t-shirt. The 
words “my clothes are not my consent” 
will be printed on the back of  the shirts.
It’s not just the word “slut” itself  at fo-
cus, but rather the various types of  judg-
ments placed on participants wearing the 
shirts-judgments based solely off  of  the 
word on a t-shirt. 
“We’re not out here to advocate ‘slutty’ 
behavior,” Arledge said. “We just need to 
be loud and out there with our message for 
people to pay attention.” 
The entire movement came to Central 
after Arledge was searching for a topic 
of  discussion for a meeting held by Cen-
tral’s Feminist Majority Leadership Asso-
ciation (FMLA), a group that according 
to their Facebook page “strives to support 
the choices of  all 
women and sup-
port the education 
of  feminist leaders 
of  tomorrow.” 
As the president 
of  FMLA, Arledge 
further researched 
the idea to see if  
she could work it 
into something at 
Central. 
“The SlutWalk 
movement originat-
ed at Toronto Uni-
versity and was also 
at University of  Paris in Prague as well as 
universities in Nigeria,” Arledge said. 
Though there are many ways one could 
go about organizing an event like this, the 
shirt, Arledge said, Central’s uniqueness 
take on the idea. A t-shirt, she thought, 
would be a more accepted way of  com-
municating the message rather than doing 
what many organizers do, which is en-
courage participants to dress in provoca-
tive and “hookeresque” clothing.  
Riannon Kintz, freshman, undeclared, 
and the creative director of  the Vagina 
Monologues, is wearing a shirt. 
Kintz, who said she should probably 
major in women’s studies, feels strongly 
about women’s rights.
She discussed how people growing up 
in modern-day American culture have 
been conditioned to think that dressing a 
certain way means a certain thing – con-
sent; an idea she disagrees with. 
In regard to wearing the shirt, Kintz 
said she’s looking forward to it.
“Some people are going to whistle or 
say ‘what the hell are you wearing’ … I’m 
hoping the people will stop and say ‘why 
are you wearing 
that shirt?,’” Kintz 
said.
To which she 
would respond “it’s 
the SlutWalk! … 
come take back the 
night so women 
don’t have to feel 
unsafe walking 
around Ellensburg 
at night.” 
According to 
Arledge, the shirts 
will be worn dur-
ing the day and 
then into the night when the group meets 
to walk down to Raw Space to shred bras 
since they can’t be burned inside.
Bra shredding is a take on many wom-
en’s rights protests popularized in the late 
1960s  where women would burn bras in 
public to protest various women’s rights-
related issues.
Kintz shed some personal insight into 
the future of  women’s rights.
“I’m excited for the next 10 to 15 years 
because all of  the older men and women 
in congress and mainstream industry are 
going to be dead, and that sounds bad, but 
it will give us a chance to say ‘Stop sugar-
coating issues like these,’” she said.
Though the SlutWalk idea is often la-
beled as controversial, Arledge embraces 
the more fl ashy approach, something she 
says the university is not used to. 
“There was a concern [the SlutWalk] 
might be too racy, but we have the backing 
of  the women’s studies department and 
are partnering with the Violence Interven-
tion and Prevention (VIP) who does Rock 
Against Rape,” Arledge said.
Rock Against Rape is an event drawing 
awareness to issues surrounding rape. 
Various groups and departments sup-
port this eye-catching approach to wom-
en’s rights and some professors are partici-
pating as well.
According to Arledge, Cynthia Coe, 
philosophy professor, has decided to teach 
her classes that day while wearing one of  
the “slut” shirts. 
“That would be awesome,” Kintz said. 
“If  that doesn’t start conversation about 
what it’s about, I don’t know what will.” 
She thinks it’s cool that faculty here are 
so willing to do stuff  like that. 
BY PRESTON PRENDERGRAST
Staff Reporter
Some people know the band “Blue 
Like Jazz” for their hip and chill songs that 
band members Ben Newby, Bryce McK-
enzie and Mark Hooton make together. 
Yet, the band has much more behind it, a 
series of  events that created the band that 
we know today. 
Roughly three years ago, a young man 
named Ben Newby played in church ser-
vices and youth groups with his friend 
Bryce McKenzie. It wasn’t until Newby 
received his fi rst electric guitar that some-
thing clicked. 
“I originally played bass,” Newby said, 
junior public relations. “But after getting 
my fi rst electric guitar, I started writing my 
own songs.”
From a young age, Newby was in-
volved in music, 
starting with a bass 
and moving onto an 
acoustic, then fi nally 
ending with his elec-
tric guitar he sports 
today. With a pas-
sion for music and 
performance, he is 
hopeful that he can 
make it in the music 
industry. Yet, Newby 
studies public relations to help improve his 
chances in the industry.
Newby started Blue Like Jazz the way 
most Washington musicians do: making 
garage band demos of  the songs he wrote. 
He needed to create a MySpace profi le to 
get his band off  the ground, back when 
MySpace was cool. With the page up, 
he needed a band name. At the time, he 
was reading a book called Blue Like Jazz 
and he knew that he had found his band’s 
name. With the essentials out of  the way, 
he needed to actually assemble a band.
When Newby went looking for a drum-
mer, he turned to his friend McKenzie to 
fi ll the void. It helped that McKenzie was 
the only drummer Newby knew. Since 
Newby was busy strumming his electric 
guitar, the band needed someone to play 
bass. Fortunately, McKenzie had a friend 
named Garret who played violin and bass. 
With Newby writing songs and playing 
guitar, Garret playing bass and McKenzie 
on the drums, Newby fi nally had his band.
“He’d [Newby] be slappin the bass 
while I was spankin the skins [playing 
drums] and eventually he mentioned that 
the band he was in lost their drummer and 
he needed a new one,” McKenzie said. 
“From that point on, we’ve been playing 
together; that was six or seven years ago 
and a lot has changed.”
McKenzie and 
Newby shared a 
common love and 
passion for music 
and performance. 
Despite the dif-
fi culties, both of  
them strive to 
make their band as 
well as themselves 
better. Practice 
was important, es-
pecially for McKenzie, who had trouble 
paying attention to almost anything.
“Growing up, I had the worst atten-
tion-span ever,” McKenzie said. “I can not 
emphasize that enough. I would be told to 
clean up my room but by the time I got to 
the top of  the stairs I had no idea why I 
was up there. There was one thing I could 
think about for hours without distraction 
was music.”
Despite these issues, the band had good 
success during their earlier career, playing 
venues around Seattle, practicing and hav-
ing a great time. The band was fi nally on 
its way.
“After Garret got involved, the whole 
thing just kinda clicked,” Newby said. 
“We got our fi rst handful of  shows by me 
e-mailing venues all over Seattle, Bellevue, 
Kirkland and pretty much the greater Se-
attle area.”
Just as the band was gaining steam, 
things got a little bit complicated. Newby 
went to school at Central to study public 
relations. To further complicate affairs, 
Garret ended up going to Boston to learn 
violin. To keep the band going, Ben turned 
to his old buddy Mark Hooton to keep the 
bass line strumming.
“Ben and I have always lived close to-
gether and we knew each other through a 
mutual friend,” said Hooton, junior mar-
keting. “I primarily play guitar, piano and 
sing; but I thought trying something new 
would be nice.”
Although the void was fi lled, Blue Like 
Jazz wasn’t the only band Hooton was in-
volved with. When he isn’t jamming out 
with Newby and McKenzie, he manages 
the band he made called Stand in Motion.
“Stand in Motion is my baby,” Hooton 
said. “Everything I do in my life is devoted 
to music and the bands I am in.”
Despite the extra project, Blue Like 
Jazz got used to their new bandmate and 
things were going smoothly. Although, you 
wouldn’t always think that if  you knew the 
situation from the start. Newby wasn’t a 
hundred percent sure if  Hooton would fi t 
into the band dynamic. McKenzie men-
tioned to Newby a few times before that 
they should jam, but Newby wasn’t sure.
With Hooton on his own project, New-
by about to graduate and McKenzie work-
ing on the Westside; the band’s fate seems 
to be a mystery but one thing is for sure, 
these devoted musicians will keep on play-
ing in Blue Like Jazz until it’s otherwise 
impossible.
JAMMIN’  Blue Like Jazz will be playing Feb. 18 at El Corazon in Seattle with The 
Dangerous Summer. Doors open at 6 p.m. and the show starts at 6:30 p.m.
PHOTO COURTESY OF BEN NEWBY 
From that point on, we’ve 
been playing together, that 
was six or seven years ago 
and a lot has changed.“ “
-Bryce McKenzie
Drummer
Friends who play
together stay together
Word of the day...slut!
SlutWalk draws attention to female sexuality 
On Feb. 21 the “Taking Back the Night” 
march  is at 7:30 p.m. 
Meet at the intersection of Walnut St. and 
Dean Nicholson to walk to Raw Space 
where volunteers will share experience of 
wearing the shirts all day.
We’re not out here to ad-
vocate “slutty” behavior, we 
just need to be loud and out 
there with our message for 
people to pay attention.
“ “
-Jennifer Arledge
Event coordinator
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Feb. 16
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MICHELSON
SURC PIT
12 P.M.
FREE
Feb. 17
TALENT SHOW
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COMEDY WITH 
DAX JORDAN
SURC BALLROOM
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FREE
Feb. 18
GAREY WILLIAMS 
MASTER DRUM 
CLASS
RAW SPACE
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College is a diffi cult and exciting time 
in a young person’s life.  The main objec-
tive during these years is to start making 
connections for a successful future. Molly 
Allen, junior English, has done just that. 
Allen is an avid baker and has recently 
started sharing her love of  baking with 
they Ellensburg community. She created 
her own blog, www.cakefyi.com. On her 
blog she shares all her different kinds of  
baking recipes.
 In mid-December, Allen organized a 
cookie swap in the hopes to meet fellow 
bakers. Originally, she intended the swap 
to be a campus activity, but she ultimately 
decided to extend her invite to the com-
munity. Allen was able to hold her gath-
ering at the SandBox, a local Ellensburg 
coffee shop. The owner Laci Harrison was 
participating in the cookie swap and of-
fered up her shop for the meeting. 
The theme for the swap was cakes and 
cookies and the event was so successful 
that all those involved agreed it should be a 
monthly gathering. The positive feedback 
of  the meeting inspired Allen to create a 
Facebook page for all cookie enthusiasts. 
The page now has over 140 members 
of  men and woman ranging in age from 
early 20s to late 40s.
 “I intended it to be for baking but now 
it’s stemmed into everything,” Allen said.  
The members post everything from 
dessert to what should I make for dinner 
ideas. The cookie comrades agreed that a 
monthly gathering would be a great idea 
and that each month there would be a new 
theme.
 “I call them Meet and Eats,” Allen 
said.
Recently, Allen decided to enter a bak-
ing contest called “ So You Wanna to be a 
Cake Spy?” The contest was organized by 
Jessie Olsen, the writer of  the popular bak-
ing blog www.cakespy.com. Olsen’s blog 
was what inspired Allen to start her own 
Allen won the nationwide contest with her 
Neapolitan Blondie bars. The grand prize 
was an all expense paid two-night stay in 
Seattle and the opportunity to tour Seattle 
bakeries with Jessie Olsen. 
“It would probably have been a lot 
cooler if  I didn’t live an hour and a half  
from Seattle,” Allen said. 
When Allen’s not entering contests or 
arranging Meet and Eats, she is working. 
Allen has achieved the near-impossible by 
fi nding a job that mixes what she is study-
ing in school with what she loves to do in 
her free time. Allen edits for the online 
magazine “Best Friends for Frosting.” The 
magazine features desserts from other bak-
ing blogs. She is responsible for formatting 
and correcting grammatical errors. 
Allen continues to post new recipes 
on her blog and plans to keep up on her 
monthly Meet and Eats.  With her foot in 
the door and her hands in the kitchen, Al-
len’s future appears to be thriving with op-
portunities and possibilities. 
BLONDIE  Follow Allen’s blog to check 
out recipes for sweet treats like the Nea-
politan Blondie bar. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF MOLLY ALLEN
That’s how the cookie crumbles
Central student wins nation-wide baking contest
Friday nights
All you can eat 
prime rib &crab
10% off 
any entree
 With  Student  Or  Faculty Id
Bar And Grill
1200 CANYON RD        925  9800                    
Comedy 
Night 
Saturday  Feb  25
Check out Allen’s blog at 
www.cakefyi.com 
Follow on Twitter @CAKEfyi
Like on Facebook CAKEfyi
By: Bobbie Black / Sta  Reporter
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BY ALEXANDRA SHERK
Staff Reporter
Saturday night was quite a turnaround 
for Central as they pulled off  a major 
upset against Seattle Pacifi c University, 
wearing pink uniforms for Breast Cancer 
Awareness night. Nicholson Pavilion was 
on fi re as Central won 80-75.
The Wildcats started off  the game with 
a defensive stop that turned into a Central 
basket to take the fi rst lead of  the game.
The Wildcats trailed for the majority of  
the half, but stayed close with the Falcons 
throughout, until a 10-0 scoring spark 
from Seattle Pacifi c ended in a technical 
foul from Central Head Coach Shawn 
Nelson. 
The technical foul triggered a 15-2 
run that tied that game at 32 apiece. The 
Wildcats ended the half  down only one 
point to their rival, 38-37.
“We were going to make his [technical 
foul] worth something because we knew it 
was for us and we were going to go down 
fi ghting for him,” sophomore guard So-
phie Russell said. 
Central put on a three-point contest in 
the second half. The Wildcats shot  7-15 
from downtown, 46.7 percent. 
The Wildcats contained a steady scor-
ing balance with the Falcons and seemed 
comfortable and under control. 
Central took a three-point lead early in 
the second half, but the Falcons tied the 
game up twice. 
The Wildcats decided to put an end to 
their three-game losing streak and they 
didn’t allow SPU back in game and closed 
their fi rst win against the Falcons since 
Feb. 2007. The Falcons won 19 of  the last 
20 meetings with Central going into Sat-
urday’s game. 
Redemption
Players like Russell and junior center 
Stacy Albrecht, who have been playing at 
Central for four and three years respec-
tively, have been waiting for this day their 
whole career. A game that allowed Russell 
to shine along with sophomore guard Jes-
sica VanDyke. Both players hit fi ve three-
pointers. 
Russell was again 6 for 16 on the night 
and went 5 for 11 from behind the three-
point line. Russell hit 10 three-pointers 
in the last two games of  conference play. 
VanDyke was 6 for 
13 against SPU 
from the fi eld, 
and 5 for 11 from 
three-point land, 
the same as Russell. 
Junior point guard 
Alex Dunn con-
tributed 16 points, 
8 boards, and 6 as-
sists. Albrecht also 
added 12 points 
and 7 rebounds.
“I am just re-
ally excited for the 
team and know we 
are heading in the right direction, that is 
going to carry over to next year,” Russell 
said. “Next year it is not going to be a big 
deal when they beat SPU. But it feels good 
for me because I had been waiting for four 
years.”
Central, led by the two three-point 
assassins, is one of  the nation’s leaders 
in three-pointers made this season. The 
Wildcats ended the night shooting 41.5 
percent overall and won the battle on the 
boards 42-37. 
“Most impor-
tantly it was a team 
win that we needed 
so badly because 
we have been in 
that position before 
with a lead or tied 
against pretty much 
everybody in our 
league and haven’t 
gotten it done,” 
Nelson said. “It was 
huge for us.” 
Central is now 
7-17 overall and 
4-10 in the Great Northwest Athletic Con-
ference (GNAC).
Central’s shooting was not on point for 
Thursday night’s game against the Mon-
tana State University Billings Yellowjack-
ets. 
The Wildcats shot only 32.2 percent 
from the fi eld, which led to a 61-52 home 
defeat at Nicholson Pavilion. 
Russell was the teams leading scorer 
with 17 points, and went 5 for 9 from 
three-point land. Albrecht captured her 
second double-double of  the season shoot-
ing 5 for 9 with 11 points and 10 boards, 
six on the offensive end. 
“Offensively we missed out on a lot of  
opportunities, we missed a lot of  shots in 
the paint, layups, and a lot of  transition 
stuff,” Nelson said. “But you can’t fault 
them for how hard they played.”
Central was quiet throughout the fi rst 
half  of  the game, only controlling the lead 
twice before the Yellowjackets took the fi -
nal lead of  the game in the fi rst half  with 
just under 14 minutes remaining. 
The Wildcats started the second half  
with what seemed like a 9-point comeback 
but then let Montana take the momentum 
back with a 12-2 run, leaving Central trail-
ing the rest of  the way, never getting closer 
than 7 points. 
The loss allowed MSUB to advance to 
17-8 overall and 9-5 in the GNAC. 
“We just knew if  we were going to win 
we really had to bring it in the second 
half,” Albrecht said. 
Central won the battle on the offensive 
boards but the two teams were tied with 27 
defensive rebounds. Both teams struggled 
from the free throw line. The Wildcats 
were 63.6 percent while MSUB shot 50 
percent. 
“I think a lot of  offensive rebounding 
is effort,” Albrecht said. “The second half  
we really put our minds to it. It was the ef-
fort we put in the second half.” 
The Yellowjackets shared the spotlight 
offensively as they had three players in 
double fi gures. Sophomore Bobbi Knud-
sen led the way with 25 points. Knudsen 
also snagged 6 rebounds. 
“We had to play hard to even get back 
in the game and give ourselves a chance, 
and we did that, and then the fi nal score 
is misleading because we had to foul so 
much at the end,” Nelson said. “But I am 
happy with the effort.” 
Record Night
Sunday night the Wildcats obliterated 
Walla Walla 115-34, breaking multiple re-
cords in the process.
The 81-point margin of  victory is the 
largest in school history, and 115 is the 
highest point total the Wildcats have ever 
reached.
Sophomore guard Kelsi Jacobson led 
seven Wildcats fi nishing in double digits. 
Jacobson scored a career-high 23 points 
and fi nished 4 for 8 from beyond the arc.
Amber Moser, Daisy Burke, Tayler Fet-
tig, Sophie Russell, Alex Dunn and Stacy 
Albrecht all fi nished in double fi gures. 
Wildcats beat the Falcons for the  rst time in 5 years
Party like it’s 2007
CONTACT  Sophomore point guard 
Alex Dunn takes the contact from an 
MSUB defender.
SETH LOMBORG/OBSERVER
PINK ZONE  Junior Stacy Albrecht goes up strong for the deuce in Central’s upset 
over SPU. Central wore pink uniforms in support of breast cancer awareness.
SETH LOMBORG/OBSERVER
We have been in that 
position before with a lead 
or tied against pretty much 
everybody in our league 
and haven’t gotten it done. 
It was huge for us.”
“ “
-SHAWN NELSON
Head Coach
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CWUʼS 
TEAMS VISIT 
WILDCATSPORTS.COM
Menʼs Basketball
Womenʼs 
Basketball
Track & Field
Baseball
RECENT GAME:
W 99-89 @ MSUB
L 72-64 @ SPU
NEXT GAMES:
2/16 vs. SFU 7 P.M.  
2/18 vs. WWU 7 p.m. 
RECENT GAMES:
W 80-75 vs. Seattle Pacifi c 
W 115-34 vs. Walla Walla
CONFERENCE W L 
Alaska Anchorage 12 2
Western Washington 9 4  
Simon Fraser 9 4
Seattle Pacifi c              9               5
MSUB  9 5  
Northwest Nazarene 8 5 
Western Oregon 4 9  
Central Washington 3 10 
Saint Martinʼs 2 11          
Alaska Fairbanks 2 12 
NEXT GAMES:
2/16 @ SFU 7 p.m.
2/18 @ WWU 7 p.m.
RECENT MEET: GNAC indoor cham-
pionships will be held this week-
end in Nampa, Idaho.
OVERALL  W L 
Northwest Nazarene 2 0
Western Oregon 7 2 
MSUB  0 0 
Central Washington 0 3 
Saint Martinʼs 0 5 
NEXT GAME:
2/17-19 Inland Cellular Tournament
RECENT GAME:
L 9-3 @ Cal State Monterey Bay
NEXT GAME:
2/17-18 @ NNU. 2 p.m./Noon
CONFERENCE W L 
Western Washington 12 1 
Alaska Anchorage 11 3 
Seattle Pacifi c 10 4 
Western Oregon 8 5 
MSUB   8 6 
Central Washington 5 8
Northwest Nazarene 5 8
Saint Martinʼs 4 9
Simon Fraser 3 10
Alaska Fairbanks 1 13
Softball
RECENT GAME:
W 5-3 vs. Cal State Monterey Bay
OVERALL  W L 
MSUB  2 0
Simon Fraser 1 1 
Saint Martinʼs 1 2 
Western Washington 1 6 
Central Washington 0 2 
Western Oregon 0 2
Northwest Nazarene 0 4
Track and  eld looks ahead to GNAC’s
BY SANTOS HERRERA
Staff Reporter
The Central Washington University 
track and fi eld team left Seattle on Sunday 
with high hopes for the upcoming confer-
ence meet.  
Head Coach Kevin Adkisson believes 
that there are several athletes that have a 
shot at walking away with a conference 
championship.  
Adkisson said that he pulled back some 
of  the top Wildcat competitors that have 
secured spots in the conference meet so 
that they would have a chance to rest up.  
 For the men, Manny Melo (jumps), 
Scott Morrison (sprints), Mike Jensen 
(throws), and Eric Holmstrom (throws) 
all sat out on Sunday at the University of  
Washington indoor open.
On the women’s side, Katharine Lotze 
(jumps), Kaylee Baumstark (throws), and 
Chelsea Genther (sprints/hurdles) also sat 
out on Sunday’s meet.  
“This is always an interesting meet,” 
Adkisson said. “It’s the last meet before 
conference; therefore, it gives athletes a 
chance to pull themselves up into a con-
ference spot or improve their conference 
spot.”
The Great Northwest Athletic Con-
ference (GNAC) championship will take 
place Friday, Feb. 17 in Nampa, Idaho.
Freshman Tayler Fettig participated in 
her fi rst meet on Sunday after missing out 
due to previous engagements as a mem-
ber of  the women’s basketball team. Fettig 
walked away with a high jump of  fi ve feet, 
fi ve inches. According to Adkisson, Fettig 
has a bright future ahead of  her.
Lewis Meyers also had a great day in 
the high jump with a two meter jump that 
translates into six feet, 6.75 inches.
Bryan Mack, typically a top performer, 
competed in only one event Sunday. Mack 
fi nished fi rst in the triple jump with a total 
distance of  almost 47 feet.  
“It gave me a huge boost of  confi dence 
going into the conference meet as the 
number two seed,” Mack said.
Mack also partially participated in the 
200 meters but pulled out mid-race due 
to a cramping hamstring. Mack said that 
he could have kept on going, but with the 
conference meet coming up so soon, he 
did not want to risk an injury. Mack does 
not think that his hamstring will be a prob-
lem but he will not take any chances that 
could jeopardize his performance. Mack is 
currently a senior in the indoor track and 
fi eld competitions, but he is only a junior 
in the outdoor competitions. Therefore, 
when he returns as a fi fth-year senior, he 
will still be competing in outdoor competi-
tions. 
However, there were a couple athletes 
that did not per-
form as well as they 
hoped to. Brennan 
Boyes, a high jump-
er, said that he did 
not perform to his 
full potential.  
“There were 
about 30 partici-
pants at the meet,” 
Boyes said. “I think 
next time I won’t 
warm up so early 
because there was 
a lot of  waiting 
around and sitting 
and I had plenty of  time to cool down.”
Boyes didn’t place on Sunday, but 
hopes that he does well at the conference 
meet.  Boyes will be going into the meet as 
the number one seed. Boyes said that he 
needs to work on being more patient and 
try not to kick too soon in order to keep his 
body arched.
Adkisson feels confi dent that the team 
will perform well in the GNAC conference 
championship. The men are in the hunt 
for a title.
“We have always had a shot at a title 
and the men’s team is in a real good posi-
tion to do so,” Adkisson said. “We hope 
this will be our year. 
For the women, we 
graduated three 
very good competi-
tors, but there are 
outstanding ath-
letes that have a 
chance to do very 
well. I hope to see 
them fi nish in the 
top half.”
There are cur-
rently four athletes 
that have qualifi ed 
for the national 
meet with the pos-
sibility of  adding four more, which would 
bring the total eight participants at Na-
tionals.
A few men and women to look for in 
the GNAC conference meet are Mack, 
Melo, Morrison, Lotze, Baumstark and 
pole vaulter Kati Davis. 
We have always had a 
shot at a title and the men’s 
team is in a real good posi-
tion to do so. We hope this 
will be our year.
“ “
-KEVIN ADKISSON
Head Coach
JUMP AROUND  (Above) Junior high jumper clears the bar. (Below) Freshman 
thrower Jessie Duke competes in the shot put.
KATHARINE LOTZE/OBSERVER
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Wildcats lose to rival Falcons
BY EVAN THOMPSON
Senior Reporter
The key to Central’s gameplan was to 
shoot the ball well. The rest of  the game 
would come easier to the Wildcats if  they 
were able to take and make good shots.
Nothing was more evident of  this then 
in the Wildcat’s latest two road games in 
the 99-89 victory over Montana State 
University Billings. Central shot 54.8 
percent from the fi eld and had six play-
ers reach double-fi gures in scoring. Head 
Coach Greg Sparling felt the team rose to 
the occasion playing the favored Bobcats.
“I thought our guys did an unbeliev-
able job of  making the extra pass in that 
game,” Sparling said. “I thought our pres-
sure really gave them troubles over there.” 
In the following 
game against Seattle 
Pacifi c, however, 
Central converted 
only 35.9 percent of  
their fi eld goals and 
shot 3-16 in three-
point fi eld goals in 
their 72-64 loss. 
The Wildcats stuck 
with the favored 
Falcons throughout 
the matchup but 
couldn’t close the 
game into the books during the fi nal min-
utes. 
With less than two minutes remaining 
in the game, the Wildcats were behind by 
only four points, but several fouls allowed 
Seattle Pacifi c to shoot free throws which 
they capitalized by scoring on six out of  
the eight attempts. A last second three 
point shot by Jordan Coby was rebounded 
by the Falcon defense, spelling a loss for 
the Wildcats. 
Central out-shot SPU from fi eld goals 
and forced 16 turnovers, but it was a com-
bination of  the mishaps from the Wildcat’s 
shooting and the SPU’s clutch free throws 
at the line that contributed to the loss. 
“I think we’re getting better, I think the 
Billings game showed that,” Sparling said. 
“I thought [against SPU] the defense was 
very good but we just couldn’t get the fall 
of  the ball.”
The Wildcats record overall is 11-11, 
but are 5-9 in Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference (GNAC) play. Central also sits 
at sixth place in the conference standings. 
The Wildcat’s fi nal two home games 
are next on the schedule, which Sparling 
is hoping will be the best turn out from the 
fan base. The fi rst game will be against Si-
mon Fraser who Central beat earlier in the 
season. The second will be the fi nal oppor-
tunity for the seniors to play in Ellensburg, 
their Senior Night is against the Wildcat’s 
rival Western Washington, whom they lost 
to earlier in the season by a close margin. 
The Montana State victory may be a boost 
in confi dence, but Sparling felt for obvious 
reasons why they lost to SPU equated to 
one thing. 
“I think it just comes down to our 
shooting percentage,” Sparling said. “It 
wasn’t like we took awful shots, they just 
didn’t fall.”
For both teams it was sophomores that 
led the way in scoring. Lacy Haddock 
scored a team-high 18 points, and shot 
8-19 from the fi eld but was outscored by 
SPU’s David Downs who had a game-
high 23 points. Downs was also perfect 
at the line, shooting ten for ten on his 
free throw attempts. Wildcat seniors Jody 
Johnson and Roby Clyde contributed 15 
points and 13 points, respectively. 
“I actually feel like we played extremely 
hard,” Johnson said. “I feel like we were all 
focused to get that win, but at the end of  
the day it just didn’t fall our way.” 
Needless to say, Sparling still wasn’t too 
pleased in the Wildcat’s shooting perfor-
mance. 
“I thought we missed a lot of  open 
shots,” Sparling said. “If  you’re going to 
beat an SPU, or Alaska-Anchorage, or 
Western you’re have to shoot better than 
35 percent from the fi eld.”
The Wildcats and Falcons took turns 
holding the lead early in the fi rst half  until 
three pointers by Seattle Pacifi c’s Downs 
and Jake Anderson allowed them to cre-
ate a small margin of  distance. SPU grew 
their lead to six points when Jody Johnson 
hit a three-pointer, 
then following a 
steal by Kevin Da-
vis. Johnson, who 
nailed a jump shot, 
closed the Wildcats 
to within one point. 
However, that 
was the closest 
Central came to 
taking back the 
lead. Entering the 
second half  the Wildcat’s found them-
selves down by seven points and played 
catch-up for the remainder. SPU’s largest 
lead was 10 points. According to Sparling, 
Seattle Pacifi c has one of  the best defenses 
in the country.
“They take away all of  your driving 
lanes,” Sparling said. “They take away all 
of  your penetration with all of  the help.” 
Central rallied six minutes later to close 
the distance to just three points, but as evi-
dence throughout the game, SPU’s offense 
wouldn’t settle down. Central kept the Fal-
cons on edge from successful free throws 
by Brandon Magee but countering him 
was Downs who continued on his streak 
from the line to further push their lead. 
With a minute and a half  left, and only 
down by four points, SPU went on a spree 
of  free throws and continued playing solid 
defense. The clock fi nally ticked down to 
zero and SPU came away victorious. 
“I don’t doubt our abilities by any 
means,” Johnson said. “I feel like if  we 
play them again we can beat them.”
Johnson feels the 
Wildcats’ chances 
are good to win out 
against their last 
two opponents at 
home.
“Last time we 
played Simon 
Fraser I feel like 
we played really 
well,” Johnson said. 
“Western is one of  
the more athletic teams in our league so 
we have to be able not only match that but 
play smarter and play harder than them in 
order for us to get the win.”
Johnson, along with seniors Roby 
Clyde, Toussaint Tyler and Ted Nelson, 
will have their last two opportunities to 
play in Nicholas Pavilion competitively. 
“I never really thought about the day 
when I would play my last game at Cen-
tral,” Johnson said. “You’re never going to 
know until that game is over how you’re 
going to feel. But I’m happy to be in this 
situation, to be in the position that I was in 
winning the conference championship last 
year and being a part of  a new team like 
this, and being able to be a leader on this 
team this year.” 
RIM ROCKA  Sophomore center Kevin Davis heads to the rim for two points in 
Central’s two-point home loss to NNU earlier this season. 
MICHAEL HARRISON/OBSERVER
I don’t doubt our abilities 
by any means. I feel like if we 
play them again we can beat 
them.“ “
-JODY JOHNSON
Senior forward
No Phone Calls Please!
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LACY HADDOCK
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OPR gets lifted for Vertical Challenge
BY CHACE DAVY
Staff Reporter
Imagine climbing Central’s 50-foot 
rock wall 21 times a day during the month 
of  February. 
Nine teams of  two students each have 
embarked on this journey for OPR’s Verti-
cal Challenge. Teams compete to accumu-
late climbing feet equivalent to infamous 
peaks like Mt. Everest’s 29,000 foot apex.
The Vertical Challenge is a test of  the 
physical capacity of  student climbers.
“Basically you’re running laps up and 
down the wall,” said Brenden Henesey, 
rock wall staff.
Jordan Vidmore, freshman undeclared, 
heard about the challenge through Cen-
tral’s climbing club. 
In the fi rst week of  the challenge, Vid-
more and his teammate climbed 7,500 
feet, but they’ve been delayed due to com-
petitions that Vidmore has been involved 
in.
“I would say I come out every day ex-
cept for two days before a comp [competi-
tion] and comp day,” Vidmore said. 
Competitions have slowed down their 
goal pace of  climbing Mt. Everest, but 
they’re slowly getting back to the pace they 
need to achieve their goal.
“Once we get to Everest we’re gonna 
stop,” Vidmore said.
The physical strain put on climbers is 
immense, according to Vidmore.
“My hands are basically shot,” Vid-
more said. “I’ve lost a few layers of  skin 
from climbing that much and getting used 
to [climbing].” 
To participate in the Vertical Chal-
lenge, teams must have top-rope belay cer-
tifi cation. Top-rope belaying is the skill of  
making sure your teammate doesn’t fall off  
the wall and die. 
A pulley with a rope going through it is 
anchored at the top of  the rock wall, with 
one end attached to the climber. 
It is the job of  the other teammate on 
the ground to keep the slack out of  the 
rope in case the climber slips off  the wall. 
“It’s not a hard job to do, as long as you 
take it seriously,” said Carley Feuerborn, 
rock wall staff.
There was a $10 entrance fee this year 
that goes to the prizes that teams get af-
ter achieving set checkpoints, which are 
the heights of  Mount Stuart (9,415 feet), 
Mount Rainier (14,411 feet), Mount 
McKinley (20,320 feet), and Mount Ever-
est (29,029 feet).
OPR has set a special goal for those 
teams that want to go above and beyond 
the call.
“We had three teams last year triple the 
height of  Everest,” Feuerborn said. “This 
year we thought we’d give them something 
else to shoot for.”
Those that climb heights equivalent to 
Mount Everest receive a Black Diamond 
Equipment Ltd. Backpack, and teams that 
climb the other mountains receive similar 
climbing gear.
Vertical Challenge was started four years 
ago to help acquaint students to the climb-
ing wall and bring publicity to the wall. 
Despite the drop in price, participation in 
the event has drastically decreased from 20 
teams last year to just nine this year. 
The challenge has been held for the past 
four years during February, and this year 
the entrance fee dropped from $20 per per-
son to $10.
“That’s just really sad, the prices this 
year are cheaper, but there isn’t as much 
turnout,” Feuerborn said.
The lack of  teams does not mean that 
everybody participating in the event is any 
less motivated than last year.
“The people that are signed up are 
pretty dedicated,” Feuerborn said. “They 
have goals for how many climbs they want 
to do per day, and they’re on it, so it’s pret-
ty fun.”
At the end of  the month the combined 
heights of  each team will be posted out-
side the rock wall for all to see. 
ROCK ON  Robert Dering concentrates on his footing while traversing his way up the 
climbing wall.
MICHAEL NAJERA/OBSERVER
Not a Law and Justice major?
No problem!
LAJ300: Administration of Criminal 
Justice is open to all students, freshmen 
through senior, in any major.
Learn about the law, crime, policing, the 
courts, corrections…and much more.
Register for LAJ300 for Spring 2012!
www.cwu.edu/~lajhome • www.facebook.com/CWULawAndJustice
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BY RANDY RAJKOVICH
Staff Reporter
The Wildcats had a slow start to the 
third annual Montana State University 
Billings (MSUB) Desert Stinger at Majes-
tic Park in Las Vegas, Nevada. Central lost 
two games Friday to open the three day 
non-conference tournament to start the 
season, losing to Sonoma State University 
and California Baptist University.
The Wildcats faced off  against the Sea-
wolves of  Sonoma State in the fi rst game. 
Sophomore pitcher Maria Gau would get 
the start and go just over four innings, giv-
ing up only six hits and surrendering four 
runs, two of  which were unearned runs.
“Maria Gau did awesome only allow-
ing two earned runs,” Head Coach Mal-
lory Holtman said. “We need to give her 
the defense and run support she needs.”
Cold bats kept the Wildcats out of  
much of  the game. Central managed to 
only drive in three runs on six hits. Junior 
Elena Carter accounted for two of  the hits 
on offense with a single in the second in-
ning and a leadoff  homerun in the fourth 
inning.
“The team is starting to fi re on all cyl-
inders,” Holtman said. “We are getting 
better game by game, trying to compete 
and win.”
Two of  CWU’s three runs came in 
the fourth inning. Carter led the inning 
off  with a solo homerun to center fi eld a 
double by senior Liz Jusko set up a pinch 
run steal by sophomore Jordan Zurfl uh to 
advance to third base, latter scoring on an 
infi eld error tying the game 2-2.
The Seawolves would jump back into 
the lead, scoring in their half  of  the fourth 
inning and add three more insurance runs 
in the fi fth to take a 6-2 lead.
CWU’s last run would come in the sev-
enth inning, with a RBI double off  the bat 
of  senior Bre Thomas.
Scoring two runs in the fourth inning 
and one in the seventh inning were not 
enough for the Wildcats to beat the Sea-
wolves, who hit three homeruns in their 
6-3 win in the tournament opener.
Freshman Heidy Wells made her colle-
giate debut as the starting pitcher in game 
two. She only gave up two earned runs in 
fi ve and 1/3 innings pitched and struck 
out three batters.
The Wildcat’s offense wasn’t much bet-
ter in the second game than it was in the 
fi rst, as both California Baptist Lancers 
and CWU  Wildcats combined for a total 
of  nine hits, a 5-4 advantage to the Lanc-
ers.
Senior Carrina Wagner accounted for 
half  of  the hits for the Wildcat offense, 
with a double in the fourth inning and a 
single in the sixth inning. 
The Lancers jumped to an early 3-0 
lead after scoring one run in three con-
secutive innings. CWU’s only run came 
in the fi fth inning when Zurfl uh hit a RBI 
single to score junior Kyleen Sweepe, who 
reached base on hit by pitch.
California Baptist would win the game 
with a score of  4-1 over the CWU, drop-
ping the Wildcats to 2-5 all-time in the 
MSUB Desert Stinger games since 2011.
The Wildcats will compete in the In-
land Cellular Tournament from Friday, 
Feb. 17 to Sunday, Feb. 19. Two of  Cen-
tral’s games are against Great North-
west Athletic Conference (GNAC): Saint 
Martin’s University and Western Oregon 
University. 
BY SCOTT HERMAN
Staff Reporter
The Wildcats baseball team had a 
rough start to open the 2012 season after 
coming away with one win and fi ve losses 
on their recent trip to California. 
Central opened the season versus San 
Francisco State University then went on 
to play Thursday at Cal State-Stanislaus. 
The weekend series consisted of  a four 
game series at Cal State-Monterey Bay be-
fore a return trip.
The season 
opener in San 
Francisco started 
with a bang as it 
took the Wildcats 
just two at bats to 
score their fi rst run 
of  the season, a 
home run off  the 
bat of  senior Bran-
don Wang. 
Central scored 
three more runs in 
the opening frame 
to start off  with a 4-0 lead. Senior Bran-
don Rohde had a solid performance, scat-
tering fi ve hits over fi ve 1/3 innings, but 
was let down by costly errors on defense 
that led to several unearned runs. 
The Gators recovered after their shaky 
fi rst inning and took advantage of  the mis-
cues and took a 7-4 lead. As quickly as the 
Wildcat bats struck, they went cold. Cen-
tral hitters combined for just two hits until 
the eighth inning, when a three hit rally 
scored one run, but came up short making 
the score 7-5, SFSU.
Thursday’s matchup saw Cal State-
Stanislaus jump out to an early 5-0 lead, 
one it would not relinquish. 
Leadoff  hitter Jeff  Manci had a mon-
ster day for the Warriors, going four for 
fi ve with two home runs, fi nishing just a 
triple short of  the cycle. 
The Wildcats offense sputtered 
throughout the game, mustering only 
three hits off  Warrior starter Bryon Lem-
on, who went six innings and allowed just 
one unearned run. 
Chris Hashi-
moto was the only 
Wildcat to have 
multiple hits, go-
ing two for four in 
his Central debut.
Central trav-
eled to Seaside, 
California for a 
four game week-
end series, includ-
ing a double-head-
er on Saturday. 
Friday’s game 
turned into a 
marathon as both 
teams fought it out for 14 grueling innings. 
Central held the lead three separate times, 
but gave up a heartbreaking, game-tying 
RBI single to Otters hitter Jason Merjano.
The game looked as if  it was headed to 
the Wildcat’s win column after a go ahead 
single by senior Brady Kincannon gave 
CWU a 6-5 lead heading into the bottom 
of  the fourteenth inning. 
In the home half, the Otters were able 
to string together a pair of  hits to knot 
the score at six apiece. After a pitching 
change, an Otters slugger delivered a 
clutch double with a runner on second to 
give CSU Monterey Bay the win.
Their fi rst win of  the season came in 
the fi rst game of  the Saturday double-
header. The game was another nail biter 
that saw Central squander an early 4-0 
lead by giving up four runs in the seventh. 
However, CWU managed to keep its cool 
and score four runs in the ninth to put 
them ahead 8-4. 
In a suspenseful ninth inning, three Ot-
ters touched home, before reliever Alex 
Bushman recorded the fi nal out. Brothers 
Kasey Bielec and Brett Bielec propelled 
the Wildcat offense, each going 3 for 5 and 
combining for three RBI’s, while sopho-
more pitcher Davis Engel went six strong 
innings but was left with a no decision in 
the 8-7 Wildcat victory.
The Wildcats fi nished their road trip 
by dropping the 
fi nal two games to 
CSUMB, scoring a 
total of  four runs to 
CSUMB’s 15. 
The lone bright 
spots for Central 
were Brandon 
Wang, who hit his 
second home run 
of  the season, and 
Rohde who came 
on in relief  and 
kept the Otters 
hitless in Sundays 
matchup.
Despite losing, Central showed the 
ability to compete with some decent Cali-
fornia competition that has been play-
ing outside for a month or so, compared 
to Central, who due to the poor weather 
conditions, has had only one practice out-
doors. 
“There’s always a little bit of  catch up, 
in terms of  speed of  the game and that 
kind of  thing,” Head Coach Desi Storey 
said. “As a coach you hope that you can 
overcome those things coming out of  the 
chute.” 
Storey believes that the team is going to 
have to become tougher mentally if  they 
are going to start turning some of  those 
closer losses into wins. 
“From a pitching standpoint we’re gon-
na work on making sure we stay out of  a 
big inning regardless of  what happens,” 
Storey said. “Even if  we make an error 
behind us, we’ve got be able to keep our 
composure and not let that blossom into 
a big inning.”
Rohde feels that the Wildcats balance 
of  good pitching and timely hitting along 
with more playing time outside will help 
the team’s record improve.
“This is going to be a great team,” Ro-
hde said. “We got off  to kind of  a slow 
start but it should start kicking into gear 
real soon.
But as for beginning a new season, 
Storey is happy to be shaking some of  the 
cobwebs off  and getting his team out on 
the diamond again.
“Obviously in terms of  wins and losses 
its not what we expected or hoped for but 
I thought we did some good things this 
weekend,” Storey said. “It was nice to get 
going and see where we’re at.
No California love for ‘Cats
Sinful: CWU leaves Las Vegas with only one win
ADVERTISE    
         TODAY!
CALL: 
(509)963-1026
OR EMAIL: 
GASKILLK@CWU.EDU
SWINGERS  Senior infeilder Carrina Wagner takes some batting practice. The Wild-
cats came away with just one win in the MSUB Desert Stinger.
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BRANDON ROHDE
Senior pitcher
Even if we make an error 
behind us, we’ve got be able 
to keep our composure and 
not let that blossom into a big 
inning.
“ “
-DESI STOREY
Head Coach
